
 

 

December 2018 

Dear Parent / Carer 

At the end of the last academic year, the Senior Leadership Team had a discussion centred around the use of student 

planners. It was found that planners were mainly being used for 2 key purposes:  

 

1. The recording of homework tasks for students 

2. As a form of contact between the school and home 

 

As a modern and progressive school, we are always looking at innovative ways to engage with parents/carers; whilst 

embracing new technologies. Therefore, as I am sure you are aware, a decision was taken not to issue students with a 

planner moving forward.  

To ensure that the impact of the two main uses of the planner was not diminished, we have in place systems that 

facilitate these two key areas which we believe offer a great deal more flexibility and control for the school, students 

and parents/carers. Any homework issued by staff is recorded on a system called “Show my Homework”. All students 

have a log in for this, allowing them to keep track of homework issued, the date of submission, as well as any supporting 

websites or documents that may be needed by the student to help complete the work. For parents/carers, it offers the 

same features so that they can check and monitor any assignments set for their child; without the worry that they may 

have forgotten to write down their homework in a planner. To offer even greater functionality, there is an app available 

for all Apple and Android devices which alerts parents/carers to any homework issued or imminent submission dates. 

This ensures that their child is maximising their opportunity to make optimum progress towards their target grade and 

beyond. 

A number of years ago we also introduced the School Gateway.  This system offers a communication pathway between 

home and school, allowing messages to be relayed free of charge for both parent/carers and the school with the use of 

the School Gateway App. Staff can also send reward certificates and inform parents/carers as to the progress of 

students at regular intervals. As with show my homework, there is an app available to download for all Apple and 

Android phones so that parents/carers are alerted instantly of any school news. 

We would highly encourage all parents/carers to download both the “Show my Homework” and “School Gateway” app 

if not already done so; as they provide vital links between home and school; keeping parents/carers abreast of all 

developments instantaneously. 

To this end, I would like to invite you to an information evening to be held in the school learning resource centre (LRC) 

on Thursday 24th January between 4.30pm and 6pm where staff will be available to explain the functions of both of 

these systems.  Parents/carers will have the opportunity to see the apps in action and download the apps to set up 

accounts.  

Light refreshments will also be served. 

If you would like to attend the evening, please contact the school office by telephone on 01246 822105, send a message 

via the School Gateway (if you are able to do so) or email info@bolsover.derbyshire.sch.uk.   

Alternatively, if you are unable to make the information evening but would still like to discuss either of these systems, 

please do not hesitate to contact me at the school. 

Yours faithfully 

R Topley 

Mr R Topley - Assistant Head Teacher, Science 
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