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Lifelong memories and the Class of 2019

It is time to get the suitcases down from the attic, 

stock up on the factor 50 sun cream and dust off the 

summer wardrobe, the six week holidays are finally 

with us.  I am sure that many wonderful adventures 

await everybody over the summer break, I only hope 

that the sun finally decides to consistently show its 

smiling face so that we can enjoy every minute of it.  

It only seems a few weeks since we started this 

academic year, yet 39 school weeks later we are 

about to draw the curtains on the schools 9th year in 

the new building.

The summer term has been an extremely busy one, 
full of hard work and life long memories.  Year 11 
students embarked on their GCSE examinations, the 
results of which will shape their futures.  It was not 
all hard work and no play for these students, as they 
had their Summer Prom at Ringwood Hall in early 
July, providing a fitting send off for the Class of 2019.
In late June, over 100 students embarked on a quest 

to form lifelong memories with friends across 

Europe and the United States of America.  

Residential trips to New York, Austria, Berlin and 

Krakow were a huge success and I would like to 

publically thank the staff involved for all their hard 

work and commitment they put in to ensure the 

trips were a huge success.

Furthermore, the summer term has been full of 

exciting opportunities for our students around the 

UK, students have attended trips to a Magistrate’s 

Court, the University of Nottingham, Derby College, 

Burbage Brook and finally 6 students travelled to 

Edinburgh to represent the school in the IET Faraday 

Challenge National Finals, finishing as runners up out 

of 1134 schools across the country, congratulations, 

we are all so very proud of you.

Our new cohort of Year 6 students joined the school 

last week, embarking on their week long transition 

period in preparation for starting with us officially in 

September.  We are oversubscribed in Year 7 from 

September showing the fact that the school is going 

from strength to strength.  We as a school continue 

to strive to achieve or aim to be ‘nothing but the 

best’ and our ambition to be outstanding is at the 

forefront of everything that we do.  We continue to 

ask for your support in helping us achieve this, there 

will once again be a big push in September to build 

on the standards that we have set this year.  This 

means that no student will be allowed to circulate in 

school unless they are in 100% correct uniform. This 

includes jewellery, make up, hairstyle and colour, all 

of which are listed in our policy (on the school 

website).

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to 

officially say goodbye to several staff who are 

moving on this summer to new challenges 

elsewhere.  Ms Turner (Art), Mrs Tidswell (D&T), 

Miss Wilson (Art), Miss Raynes (History), Mr 

Radforth (Science), Mrs Crooks (English), Miss 

Leadon (English), Mrs Scott (English), Mr Capon 

(Geography), Ms Camfield (Maths), Mrs Lithgow 

(Receptionist) and Miss Hole (TA).

Hope you all have a fantastic summer!

Thank you,

Mr T Croft & Mr M Hall



ARRIVALS
During the Summer Term we have welcomed the 
following members of staff to our team at The 
Bolsover School:
Mr Roberts – Head of Business/ICT
Mr Chapman – Business Administration Apprentice
Mrs Walker and Mrs Greenhalgh – Receptionists
Miss Liszka – Business and HR Administrator

And in September we are welcoming:
Mrs Fearick – Teacher of Design and Technology
Ms Wood – Teacher of Geography
Miss Richmond – Head of Art
Miss Marshall – Teacher of English
Mrs Harrison – Teacher of Textiles
Ms Fletcher – Deputy Head of English
Miss Burrows – Teacher of English
Miss Dye – Lead Practitioner in Science
Ms Askham – Teacher of Art

DEPARTURES
We are sad to say Goodbye to the following members of staff this summer who are moving on to new challenges:
Mr Capon – Teacher of Geography, started with us working for DELL in November 2011 and then transferred 
over to our teaching staff following his teacher training from September 2013, whilst also working on the 
school website.
Mrs Tidswell – Teacher of Design and Technology, started with us in September 2007 and has taken on roles 
such as Head of Nightingale House and Prom Organiser, alongside her teaching role in Design and Technology 
where her approach to teaching inspires and engages all.
Miss Hole – Teaching Assistant, started with us in February 2019 to support a student but will be leaving us to
finish her music degree at Newcastle and then go on to study a Masters in Musical Theatre.
Ms Turner – Head of Art, started with us in January 2008 and has provided numerous students with a plethora 
of art knowledge and skills for their futures, as well as being a Form Tutor in Nightingale House.
Mr Radforth – Teacher of Science, started with us in September 2017 and whilst providing students with an 
insight into the world of science, he has also supported Nightingale House as a Form Tutor.
Ms Wilson – Teacher of Art, started with us in July 2016 and has provided our students with new art skills and 
techniques which they can take into their studies in the future. Ms Wilson also supported Hardwick House as a 
Form Tutor.
Mrs Scott – Teacher of English, started with us in January 2016 and has provided students with a vibrant, 
enthusiastic approach to learning about English Language and Literature and will be leaving education for now 
to become a full time mum.
Miss Leadon – Teacher of English, started with us in September 2017 and is going on to new challenges in 
deepest East Anglia.
Mrs Crooks – Teacher of English, started with us in September 2018 and is going on to teach in Rotherham.
Mrs Lithgow – Receptionist, started with us in September 2003 and will be leaving us after 16 years of service.
Ms Camfield – Teacher of Maths, started with us in September 2018 as Maternity Cover for another member 
of staff and has been a valued member of the Maths team.

The Summer Term also saw Mrs Lukic-Pedley return to 
us from maternity leave, meaning that Miss Evans will 
be heading back to Chesterfield College. We are 
eternally grateful for all the careers guidance and advice 
Miss Evans has given to our students over the last year, 
and we look forward to welcoming Mrs Lukic-Pedley 
back into her role from September. 



Creative Writing

The bug flitted from daffodil to bluebell to foxglove on a mission. All 

that mattered was collecting nectar. Everything it did, everything 

it thought, was for its heavenly hexagonal palace. It landed on a 

dandelion and froze. On the horizon was a curious spectacle. A 

gigantic mushroom made of fire.

Luke Peterson

The amber rays from the golden sun created 

a pathway for the skittering bees. The 

predators headed for the rose, lavender and 

emerald targets in the viridescent valley. 

Despite the sun sinking behind the hills, the 

workers carried on collecting until the last ray 

of sun disappeared into the darkness.

Nicole Liszka

I fly frantically over the lush verdant, 

trying to hopelessly escape the grasp 

of the malicious boy chasing me. My 

heart is throbbing like a drum as I 

dodged each gigantic hand that was 

launched my way. A flash of vibrant 

colours then nothing but darkness 

surrounded me. 

Jody Ward 



What a difference a year makes!  Having hung up my 

teacher’s hat after 30 years at the chalk face at The 

Bolsover School, I have now moved into the magical 

world of the school library and was given the challenge 

of relaunching this valuable facility.  

A new library management system has been purchased 

and, after a year’s hard graft (and the assistance of 

many willing students), we have books that are labelled 

and catalogued to help run the Accelerated Reader 

scheme.  Our Year 7s and one class of Year 8s have 

been involved this year, with an hour a week timetabled 

in the library for reading, as well as 20 minutes DEAR 

(Drop Everything and Read) time every day.  Students 

have enjoyed reading books ranging from ‘Diary of a 

Wimpy Kid’, ‘Tom Gates’, ‘Dork Diaries’ and the David 

Walliams’ publications to ‘The Hunger Games’ trilogy, 

the ‘Chaos Walking’ series and Cressida Cowell’s ‘How 

to Train Your Dragon’ (with the odd bit of Shakespeare 

and Dickens thrown in for good measure).  They have 

discovered Joseph Delaney and the ‘Spooks’ series, 

after a school visit and book-signing by the author, and 

enjoyed quizzing on their chosen books to earn the 

words read when they have been successful.  As a 

result, we have 16 word millionaires to date and one 

student who has rocketed to a tremendous 4 million 

words!  This is a remarkable achievement and indicative 

of a real love of reading, which we can only continue to 

encourage.  Improved reading is so beneficial across 

the curriculum and in life beyond school.

The library space is a place of sanctuary for many and is 

also used for homework, playing chess/Scrabble and a 

degree of socialising revolving around book discussion.  

World Book Day was a huge success and, along with a 

variety of book-related activities, saw the welcome 

donation of books for students to read.  This will be 

invaluable as we roll out Accelerated Reader to two 

whole year groups in 2019/2020. Year 7 students 

participated in a Readathon in the run-up to Easter, 

raising money to buy new books and storyteller visits in 

hospitals. Ella Scatchard received a £10 book token for a 

sterling effort – she certainly ‘Read for Good’!

The student librarians have worked tirelessly to support 

their peers in the library and to expand their knowledge 

of literature.  We hope to keep ‘Ticket Tuesday’ as a 

reward for those students who regularly spend time 

reading throughout their free time in school.  Eating 

lunch in the library with a group of book-loving 

individuals engrossed in their latest read is golden.  We 

have books that are available for purchase at very 

competitive prices for those who want to develop their 

own home library and a book club will start in earnest at 

the start of the new academic year. Improving the fabric 

of the library remains a priority as we continue to make it 

a welcoming and stimulating area where our students 

want to explore the enchanting world of books.  As J.K. 

Rowling said, “I do believe something very magical can 

happen when you read a good book.”

Miss King - School Librarian



After receiving our Artsmark Gold standard award in November, Mr 
Stacey has been working closely with The Mighty Creatives assisting 

other schools in their bids to also gain Artsmark status. In June, we 
welcomed a film maker into the school to capture the wonderful work 

that we do, and to speak with staff and students about the importance 
of the Arts in education. 

We look forward to this film being 
made available to us and sharing 

it with you in due course.

On Wednesday 10th July six, of our wonderful students represented The 
Bolsover School in the National Final of the IET Faraday Engineering Challenge 
at the Royal Observatory in Edinburgh.

As a school we received an invitation to attend the IET Faraday Challenge at 
Loughborough University. The IET Faraday programme has been developed by 
the Institution of Engineering and Technology, Europe’s largest professional 
organisation in the field. Their aim is to introduce a new generation to the 
sheer excitement of science, technology and engineering. This year’s 
challenge was based on the James Webb Telescope project. 

The team of six Year 8 students worked creatively and to solve an engineering 
problem presenting their ideas to a field of professional judges as well as 
making a working prototype to demonstrate their solution to the problem 
they were tasked with solving. The judging panel were very impressed with 
our students and they walked away as champions of their regional heat!

After winning their regional heat we were all watching the IET League Table 
very closely and on the 15th June the group were invited to attend the 
National Final, finishing a fabulous 5th in the National League Table. We were 
off to Edinburgh!

The journey to Edinburgh started with an early morning at Chesterfield train 
station and enjoyable four hour train journey in which we discovered that 
both Mr Stacey and Mrs Woodward were rubbish at the game Dobble. The 
team enjoyed an overnight hotel stay on Princess Street looking out onto the 
Scott Monument and sometime in the National Scottish Museum. The 
National Final at which the top 5 teams in Britain would compete to become 
National Champions was held at the Royal Observatory. 

The challenge for the National Final was to plan, budget and make a 
prototype model that could aid in the transportation of the James Webb 
Telescope on its long journey to its launch point in 2021. A real problem that 
NASA are facing due to the complexity of the telescope. Again, the team 
worked incredibly well and were a credit to the school and developing a 
wonderful design that massively impressed the judges and the engineering 
team at the Royal Observatory. 

The team finished as Runners Up at the event narrowly losing out to a school 
from Glasgow. That is Runners Up out of 1134 teams nationally! A fantastic 
achievement and one the school are incredibly proud of. Promoting the name 
of The Bolsover School at a national level. 

Advocate for 
the Arts

NATIONAL FINALISTS



Following a very sunny and successful Sports Day 
earlier this term, Arkwright House took the trophy! 
But it is still all to play for in the competition to win 

the overall House Points trophy at the end of 
term… keep your eyes peeled on social media to 

see who will lift the trophy!

1st Arkwright 2nd Nightingale 3rd Hardwick 
4th Bainbridge 5th Peveril

This year’s 

are:

RUNNERS UP We came 2nd in the 
District, at the District 
Athletics at Mount St 

Mary’s on Tuesday 16th

July. Another amazing 
sporting achievement 

for our school. Well 
done to every single 

student who took part 
and contributed to our 

2nd place. 



The Bolsover District Council donated £600 to the school 
to reward students that have shown a positive attitude 
over the last year. Twenty-eight students went to 
Pleasley Vale, taking part in five different activities over 
the whole day. Both days the weather was great, and the 
students and staff were eager to get there. Here are 
some comments from the students…

“Today was a lot of fun, I enjoyed all of it 

but I enjoyed canoeing and the climbing, it 

was very fun and I would love to go again 

as it was amazing!” – Charlotte Paxton

“Pleasley 

Vale was a 

really fun 

trip with a 

lot of 

activities. 

The activity 

that I 

enjoyed the 

most was 

canoeing and 

archery.” –

Ellie Davies

“I really enjoyed 

going to Pleasley 

Vale, we got to 

do many 

interesting and 

different 

activities. I 

particularly 

enjoyed the 

canoeing” –

Abigail Hill-

Brown

“Pleasley Vale was a fabulous reward, I 

enjoyed the canoeing and the archery lots. 

But my legs will hurt from the KMX bikes 

hahaha!” – Charlotte Sawyer

“I thought that the 

trip to Pleasley Vale 

was very fun. We did 

various different 

activities throughout 

the day. I would 

recommend going 

100%” – Ben Britland

Ple
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New Model Village History Trail
On Thursday 11th July the Year 9 Drama Group

helped the New Model History Project to host a

History Trail for students of New Bolsover Primary

School.

The drama group started the project by researching

historical documents and how people lived at the

beginning of the 20th Century. They looked at the

1911 census and chose people who lived in the

New Model Village to use as characters to role play.

The New Model Villagers did a range of jobs such as

miner, teaching assistant, blacksmith, housewife

and labeller at the Bolsover Jam Factory. During the

trail the drama students told the primary students

about the job that their character did and what life

was like living in the village in 1911. The Trail was

filmed by Bolsover TV for a documentary and the

drama students have been invited to take part in a

Heritage Open Day in September.



Lots of careers related activity have taken place during the last term of 

school, including careers talks, assemblies, motivational speakers, 

workshops and careers related trips. We try to tailor our provision around 

our students’ career aspirations, and at the request of students we have 

had talks from the Army, RAF and Derbyshire Constabulary providing 

information on the various careers within the Police. For those students 

interested in a career in Law, we spent a morning at Chesterfield 

Magistrate’s Court, which was both exciting but quite thought provoking 

and shocking! We have a lot of students who are keen to work in the 

animal care sector, so we visited the animal management department at 

Derby College. Derby College has fantastic facilities for students wishing 

to pursue a career working with animals, and our students who are the 

horse experts, loved seeing the equestrian centre. For the students who 

have an engineering brain, we visited a Russell Group University - The 

University of Nottingham, where students were tasked with assembling a 

remote control beetle, we also visited the exhibition where the 3rd year 

degree students show off their work. 

Once again the staff at DXC Technology in Chesterfield arranged a fantastic 

morning for our students, we had the opportunity to have a tour of the 

company and see the type of work they do, students also took part in 

activities related to technology, and also completed a number of challenges 

relating to employability skills. We really do appreciate the hospitality this 

company affords to us. 

In addition to the various trips and school activities, many of our students 

have had a 1:1 careers guidance appointment which helps them to consider 

and explore their options and career opportunities beyond school. 

We are always seeking ways in which we can improve the careers service in 

school, so if any students, employers or parents/carers wish to submit any 

ideas or suggestions, please contact Mrs D Crossley: 

dcrossley@bolsover.derbyshire.sch.uk

mailto:dcrossley@bolsover.derbyshire.sch.uk
https://www.dofe.org/doing-your-dofe/


RAISING THE GRADE
at Nottingham Trent University

On Thursday 20th June, twelve Year 10 students attended a series of workshops at 

Nottingham Trent University focusing on ‘raising the grade’ in GCSE English Language 

and Literature. 

The workshops covered aspects of the GCSE curriculum that students often find 

challenging and provided opportunities to build their confidence in these areas. They 

covered how to create authorial intent in their transactional writing; they looked at 

how to improve their vocabulary and story openings as well as attending a speaking 

and listening workshop on how to connect with poetry. Their fourth session was led by 

Mark Grist, a poet and battle rapper, who gave the students his top tips to succeed 

with the poetry exam in his lively and interactive workshop. 

The students came away with a range of strategies that they can easily apply in the 

classroom and most importantly, in their GCSE English Language and Literature exams.  

The English Department



On Sunday 23rd June, 2019 four staff and forty-two students boarded our coach 
ready for the long journey to the Austrian Alps for an action packed week of 
activities. Little did we know that we would be greeted with temperatures as 
high as 38/39 degrees. 

A fabulous time was had by all whilst sledging in snow (and sunshine) up the 
mountain, white water rafting, kayaking, paddle boarding, mountain biking and 
swimming. The students also enjoyed a visit to Salzburg and Hellbrunn Water 
gardens, where the water surprises were extremely welcomed. Finally, the 
week ended with a visit to the Wild Life Park followed by a very tiring, but fun 2 
hour walk down to where the bus collected us for our journey home. 

As always, this educational visit was a huge success – but the greatest part of 
the visit for the supporting staff was working with such an excellent group of 
students who were a credit to the school, their parents and themselves! 

GLOBE TROTTING

“New York 2019 was a once in a life time experience. We 

could not of wished for a better time. Our guided tour 

allowed us to experience New York and find out interesting 

facts about its history by our lovely tour guide Lin. The 

Broadway show 'Stomp' was fantastic and certainly 

enjoyed by everyone. The Rockefeller building allowed us to 

see the whole of New York from a height and was a 

great opportunity to take photos. The Statue of Liberty 

was amazing to see in real life and yet again was a great 

opportunity to take photos. Whilst on the boat trip we 

also had the opportunity to see Ellis Island. When we 

went up The Empire Statue Building in the evening we 

got to see New York lit up with astonishing lights. The 

Natural History Museum permitted us to see the set of 

the film ' A Night At The Museum'. Overall this was a 

wonderful trip with great people. Anyone who has the 

chance to go should go. Thank you to the school and 

teachers that made it possible for us to go and have a 

amazing time.” - Megan Lindley

NEW YORK



This year Mrs Power, Mr Paget and Miss Gil-Sobek took 25 

students on a mission across Europe. In 7 days we visited 2 

countries, walked on average 35 thousand steps a day, which 

is the equivalent of three and a half London marathons. We 

visited sights of historical and cultural interest and even 

managed a trip to an animal park, all whilst combatting 30+ 

degree heat. Here are what some of the students who went 

on the trip had to say:

“The Berlin and Krakow trip was a very good experience. The 

visit to Auschwitz was breath-taking and something that I 

believe everybody should have the chance to experience. I 

really enjoyed the walking tour as it was very informative 

and a good way to see all the sights that Berlin and Krakow 

had to offer.” - Kloee Lloyd

“The Berlin and Krakow trip was especially interesting due to 

the sights we saw and the facts we learnt. This trip was an 

eye-opener for me as it allowed me to empathise with others 

during the Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp visit.” -

Reuban Wilson-Green

“Berlin/Krakow was a highly educational experience. Going to 

places like Auschwitz-Birkenau was very emotional but 

overall it was a great experience and an enjoyable trip.” -

Thomas Probert

“I think that the Berlin and Krakow trip was very 

educational. We visited the Salt Mine, Auschwitz-Birkenau 

and many other attractions. This trip was very fun and 

there was a lot to do. We were never bored. My favourite 

part of the trip was visiting the Wieliczka Salt Mine.” - Tia 

Titley

“A fantastic opportunity to visit multiple attractions in 

Berlin and Krakow. Recommended for anybody. When you go on 

these trips it is also a great opportunity to make friends. 

You do actually find out the lovely friendly sides of everybody. 

Absolutely amazing residential trip.” - Hayden Bray

“Personally, I really enjoyed the Berlin and Krakow trip it was 

a once in a lifetime opportunity. I learnt a lot of interesting 

information and also thoroughly enjoyed the company and how 

kind everyone was.” - Bobby Herring

“My experience of the Berlin and Krakow trip was absolutely 

worth it, I enjoyed it especially because of the people I was 

with and met during the trip.” - Oliwia Pulawska
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In Geography this term, 8X2 
were learning about how 
waves move up and down the 
beach through longshore drift. 
They now know why there are 
walls built on beaches at right 
angles (groynes), and why your 
football might not come back 
to you if you kick it into the sea 
on holiday. They also discussed 
that the plastic waste made by 
one country can drift to the 
coast of another country…

We even saw a 
lizard!



Making The Bolsover 
School more sustainable

In a time of technology, political change and debate, 
two of the biggest topics to come to light are climate 
change and pollution, in particular plastics. 

As part of our Enrichment Week the Year 7 students 
have been collecting data to assess how we, as 
individuals and as a school, are impacting on our 
environment and what solutions we can offer. 

Tasks involved an initial environmental survey, a 
litter and chewing gum survey and calculating our 
individual carbon footprint. These results were then 
presented as a full written report by each individual, 
summarising methods, findings and their own 
creative ideas to promote sustainability. 

We are very proud of the effort, engagement and 
maturity shown by our Year 7 students during the 
day and their ideas and solutions in shaping the 
future of our school. 

‘You are never too small to make a 

difference’ – Greta Thunberg

A visit from the Bishop

On the 11th of June we welcomed the eighth Bishop of Derby, 
Libby Lane in to school. Bishop Libby Lane is the first female 
Bishop after the law has been changed.

Students spoke to the Bishop and asked about her life and 
career…

“I agreed 

with the 

Bishop when 

she said that 

more young 

people need to 

get involved in 

the local 

community and 

help out with 

the church 

community as 

well.”

“The Bishop 

mentioned that 

when she was 

younger she aspired 

to be a structural 

engineer, she told us 

that we as young 

adults may have 

aspirations that 

could change for 

many reasons but 

that we should 

never let anybody tell 

us what we can and 

cannot do because 

you can be what you 

want to be.”

“The Bishop of Derby taught me that 

your aspirations can change and that’s 

okay!”

“It was very 

interesting to 

listen to her 

thoughts on 

Christianity in 

the world today 

and how she 

feels 

Christianity 

should be more 

present in 

young people’s 

lives.”



“Crich Tramways is becoming like a second home 

to me. It’s a brilliant place to go, but an even 

better place to volunteer. I work in the workshop 

repairing the trams. Occasionally I go out on the 

mainline to do track maintenance. And that is the 

great thing about the job, you never really know 

what you’re going to be doing next. One day you 

might be replacing brake blocks on a tram, and 

the next you could be shovelling ballast under the 

sleepers on the track. I personally like this 

variety of jobs as most of the jobs are physically 

hard work but I still find them enjoyable. One 

important thing to remember though at Crich is 

that there is a very strict uniform in the 

workshop, with safety boots and overalls being 

mandatory. 

I usually turn up in my overalls to start at 8:30 

on Saturday. At this point it’s usually very quiet, 

with just me and the Deputy Engineer (the 

person allocated in charge who takes 

responsibility for the safety of all the volunteers, 

like me). I start doing odd jobs, painting 

wheelsets etc. but after some time other 

volunteers begin to arrive. Usually about five 

people will turn up, of which I have always been 

the youngest of them all. At this point many 

different things can happen depending on the day, 

which volunteers are there and what work needs 

doing. Many times, I have gone out with a series 

of 2-4 volunteers and helped to take track 

measurements or repair the ballast under the 

sleepers, in any weather, rain or shine. We usually 

return to the workshop at any time between 

12:30 and 3:00. From there, I get back in and 

get back to work with what I was doing 

previously, like painting tram components which is 

always a favourite job of mine to do. Some days I 

might not go out on the main line for track 

maintenance at all, but just stay in the workshop 

and do other odd jobs or tram maintenance like 

replacing the brakes on some of the trams or 

carrying out inspections. 

Tea breaks are very important, which is weird as 

I don’t drink tea myself, so I just have water 

although if we are working on the main line we 

usually continue work regardless with no break. 

Lunch is another chance to spend time with other 

volunteers. For me, I go and order my lunch as 

when you volunteer they provide a free lunch. So, 

I’d walk on down to the Café they have and walk 

through the staff entrance where there would 

be a whole range of different volunteers, 

preparing, serving and plating food for customers. 

From here there is a list of 4 different foods you 

can have and usually I have something with 

chips, as they do lovely chips at Crich. But after 

that, it’s back to work until about 4:00. I may 

finish then but the deputy engineer keeps on 

working until much later. 

I think I am gaining lots of skills that will be 

helpful to me. I am finding out how to 

communicate with others as well as real skills in 

engineering.“

Travis Senior

CRICH TRAMWAY MUSEUM



“Over the Easter break, I was lucky enough to go over to 

the USA on a trip with Starbridge Sports to play football 

against elite university soccer teams and to tour around 

the university facilities. This was an opportunity to 

experience life as a student athlete attending a top 

American university.

During the time in America, I played four football 

matches where I captained the Starbridge team. The 

games were of a very high standard and were made more 

problematic due to the heat and humidity reaching 40 

degrees on days. Therefore recovery was key so planned 

rest days meant time on the beach and a trip to an 

Orlando theme park.

In total, I visited five universities which included; IMG 

Academy and UCF (University of Central Florida), which is 

one of the largest in America. The facilities available for 

students are amazing and I am now working on a 

pathway to gain a sporting scholarship at a top American 

university through Starbridge. 

The trip was an incredible experience and one I will never 

forget.”

Samantha Sharrocks

Football in the USA

The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme gives 
student’s an insight into what it’s like to be 
at university. The students who took part 
this year learnt about occupational stress in 
the emergency services. All students 
achieved excellent grades and should be 
proud of all they have achieved 
throughout the programme. Above is
a photo from the Graduation 
Ceremony the students attended.



On Thursday 27th June, Year 8 embarked on an 
intrepid journey into the local History of Bolsover.

The day started with a consideration of why we look 
at local history and how this helped our 
understanding of the wider world. Using footage of 
Bolsover Castle the students were tasked with 
completing 3 missions; how to describe the castle, a 
field sketch of the castle and a commentary of what 
they could see. With this base of knowledge and 
internet access, students then went on to create a 
guide to the castle. 

The second half of the day shifted the focus wider 
and students spent their time utilising a mountain 
of recyclable materials to create a model of a local 
historical landmark. Two hours later, after some 
interesting forays into cardboard sculpture we had a 
range of Hardwick Halls, Kedleston Halls and Peveril 
Castles. 

A challenging but rewarding day that has hopefully 
inspired some future historical adventures for our 
students.

Local History Day 



Following an extremely successful year filled with learning 
about new art forms such as musical instruments, art and 
textiles, photography, dance, stop motion animation, singing 
and much more, visits to Kelham Island Museum, Harley 
Gallery at Worksop with a tour around Phil Neal’s workshop 
and a tour of Barrow Hill Roundhouse, along with finding out 
about the careers of arts people in the industry, and then 
finally sharing new skills with others, 38 Bronze Arts Award 
students have passed their award with flying colours…

Massive congratulations and well done for all the hard work 
you have put in over the last year goes to Leanne Allen, 
Phoebe Batty, Holly Beresford, Molly Bishop, Taylor Bowman, 
Alicia Bradley, Alannah Brennan, Poppy Clapperton, Charley 
Clayton, Charlotte Connley, Amelia Cooper, Charlie 
Cunningham, Jasmine Deakin, Annabel Drew, Morgan 
Fennell, Jacob Gotteri, Gregory Greveson, Bethany Hales, 
Bella Hamilton-Dale, Molly Hegarty, Isabel Jackson, Ellie 
Jacques, Dylan Layzell, Megan Lee, Elle Mann, Madison 
McCarthy-Watson, Gracie Morris, Kristian Quinn, Amber 
Radford, Lily Reddish, Jessica Siddall, Charley Stray, Jan 
Szczubelek, James Thomas, Katie Thompson, Millie 
Wilkinson, Ella Winson and Nyarla Wright.

If your child is interested 
in taking part in the Arts 

Award there will be 
assemblies in September 

advertising the new 
year’s programme to 

Year 7s and Year 8s, or 
please contact Miss 

Dakin –
sdakin@bolsover.
derbyshire.sch.uk

mailto:sdakin@bolsover.derbyshire.sch.uk
mailto:sdakin@bolsover.derbyshire.sch.uk


THE BIG ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIG
Following a visit to Barrow Hill Roundhouse earlier in the year, we were invited to go back with 60 of our Year 9 
students who study History to have a morning of archaeological goodness. 

Our students had the opportunity to view the archaeological dig taking place at Barrow Hill Roundhouse at the 
moment, see the artefacts found from the dig and also having a tour of the Roundhouse itself. The Barrow Hill 
Roundhouse, built in 1870, is a unique example of 19th century railway architecture and is the last surviving 
operational roundhouse engine shed in the UK. Trent & Peak Archaeology and the Barrow Hill Engine Shed 
Society have excavated two trenches over a row of cottages built in the 1840’s, known as Brickyard Terrace and 
later West Railway Terrace. The nineteen 2 up-2 down cottages was the latest row of cottages to be built by the 
Barrow brothers, owners of the Staveley Coal and Iron Company, for their workers. Our students were able to 
see just what was there years before they were alive, or even their parents and grandparents…

Archaeology is a career which isn’t always at the front of our minds but the potential it holds for our youngsters 
is an opportunity not worth missing. Without archaeologists there could potentially be a world of undiscovered 
places and artefacts that we wouldn’t know anything about, or would have never seen again.



A big ‘Thank you’ to any parents, 
students or staff who purchased 
a book from the ‘Bookworm’ stall 
during the Year 7 ACE. We sold a 
total of 22 books which means 
that Bookworms will donate 22 
brand new books to our school 
library. 

Special thanks goes to Bethany 
Dudman and Grace Kershaw for 
their invaluable help and brilliant 
sales techniques!

We will be looking to run similar 
book sales during the ACE 
evenings school next year. 


