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What a difference a few weeks make!  Who would have thought when we returned to school following the 
Christmas break we would be experiencing what we are right now?  The school, once a daily hive of 
educational activity for over 900 people, is now almost deserted.  Social distancing and frequent hand 
washing are the main lesson objectives rather than interleaving starters and ‘blasts from the past’.  I sit 
writing this introduction to the 2020 Easter newsletter in a school that currently only houses four students.  
The priorities of our nation have changed in recent weeks and we fully support what the government is 
hoping to achieve in preventing the spread of this deadly virus.  We are proud to be serving the amazing 
community of Bolsover by providing a safe environment for vulnerable children and the children of key and 
critical workers to enable them to go to work and carry out their crucial work fighting this pandemic and 
providing vital services to our communities. 
We have released a home working protocol and all our staff are committed to providing students with a 
quality online education over the coming weeks, possibly months, to ensure that when normality resumes 
(which it will!), our students are as prepared as they can be to return to school and move forward with their 
education.
My heart goes out to our current cohort of Year 11 students, many of whom have put their heart and soul 
into striving to achieve the best GCSE grade they possibly can, only to have the opportunity to showcase their 
potential removed from them by this unprecedented national crisis.  We can only follow the advice of the 
government and trust that all our Year 11 students will receive the grades that they deserve.  Over the coming 
days and weeks, staff will be following guidance from the exam boards and the government to ensure this is 
the case.  The school will as always continue to support all our Year 11 students to enable them to gain places 
at whichever further education, apprenticeship or employer they were hoping for.  We will also be looking at 
ways in which we can provide this year group with the graduation that they deserve once the education 
system returns to normal.
Following the government announcement that the country needs to stay at home over the next few weeks, 
we must focus on the needs of our families. What we are facing is a once-in-a-lifetime experience and what 
we do now – how we come together, support each other and plan for the future - will make all the difference.  
Quality family time together and building positive relationships within the home environment must be high 
on our agenda.  Staying fit and healthy, both physically and mentally, and taking the time to do things 
together must become a priority.  Now is the time for parents and children to engage with their education 
side-by-side, completing tasks that perhaps before you have never had the time to do together. Now is the 
time to simply be together.
We will come through this crisis and I am confident that our school and community will once again return to 
its usual busy and thriving self.  Thank you for your support; stay safe and look after our community.

Mr M Hall



WORLD BOOK DAY

Well done to 

Nightingale, who 

earned the most 

house points for their 

participation in the 

Title Quest Challenge!

Throughout the week of World Book Day many students spent time tracking down book 

titles from cards hanging round the necks of over 60 members of staff in school.  Once 

they had matched the staff member to the book title, they had to find the author of the 

book.  This promoted a lot of animated discussion about books and allowed the 

opportunity for students to meet different members of staff and vice versa.  

It took some time to mark the numerous entries, with a tie for the winning entry.  Megan 

Blackburn (N5) and Dylan Thomas (N7) are pictured with their prize gift vouchers.



Redhill Academy Trust Book Awards
Monday, 9th March, 2020 marked the inaugural Redhill 
Academy Trust Book Awards.  Eleven avid readers 
travelled to The Carlton Academy in Nottingham, to 
meet up with  students from 7 other academies, where 
they enjoyed a stimulating afternoon in the company of 
local author, Darren Simpson, who penned the short-
listed book ‘Scavengers’.  He gave a real insight into the 
writing process and happily answered numerous 
questions.

Participants spent several months reading six recently 
published books from UK authors, discussing their 
merits at Library and Book Club, as well as writing 
reviews that were on display to the public in 
Waterstones book shop in Nottingham.  Each school 
then submitted their favourite character and best book 
several weeks prior to the event.  In addition to this, all 
students in Years 7 & 8 voted for their favourite book 
cover, blurb and first line.

WORLD BOOK DAY



Romeo and Juliet Performance
Continuing our love of Shakespeare at The Bolsover School, at the beginning of March five ‘Young 
Shakespeare Company’ actors performed the heart-breaking love story of two star-crossed lovers ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ to our Y9 students. 

The vivid performance was a fast paced, fully-costumed interactive 
production immersing the whole audience in some of the most 
dramatic scenes such as the masked ball at which Romeo and Juliet 
meet and the street fight in which Mercutio and Tybalt are both killed.  
Students were encouraged to explore the thoughts and feelings of the 
characters and understand the mechanics behind the performance, 
something which can be hard to replicate in the classroom.

The English Department

Macbeth Live Broadcast from the RSC
On Thursday 5th March, Shakespeare’s theatre was brought to The 
Bolsover School with a live broadcast of the tragic play Macbeth.

Year 11 students, who have been studying Macbeth as part of their 
GCSE English Literature course, were able to watch Polly Findley’s 2018 
production from our very own theatre in the Main Hall.

Starring Christopher Eccleston as Macbeth and Niamh Cusack as Lady 
Macbeth, The Royal Shakespeare Company’s performance brought to life 
the concept of time that is woven through the text with a carefully placed 
digital clock counting down to Macbeth’s demise. The production also 
highlighted the significance of the Porter who tallies up Macbeth’s 
escalating murders throughout the play. 
The play was divided into three parts enabling students to complete 
activities and watch live Q&As with actors from the performance. 
Students were able to gain a significant insight into the key themes of the 
play and explore Shakespeare’s intentions through its rightful medium - a 
play to be performed on a stage. 
The English Department   







On 13th February nearly 50 year 11 and year 10 pupils paid a 
trip to Nottingham Theatre Royal to see a fantastic production 
of An Inspector Calls. 
According to national reviews the production was:
[A] visionary, radical, challenging version of JB 

Priestley’s classic thriller, hailed as the theatrical event of 

its generation, [which] has been seen by more than 5 

million people worldwide.

When Inspector Goole arrives unexpectedly at the 

prosperous Birling family home, their peaceful dinner party 

is shattered by his investigations into the death of a young 

woman. His startling revelations shake the very 

foundations of their lives and challenge us all to examine 

our consciences.

The Bolsover School witnessed some fabulous stage craft; 

an incredible set and they even made it rain inside the 

theatre. It was clear to see why it has maintained its 

popularity for so long. 

As always, pupils conducted themselves brilliantly and the 

experience has hopefully added to their understanding of 

this complex GCSE text. 

It was with regret that the Snow Sports visit for 2020 was cancelled earlier this month and of course, 

under the current circumstances, there won’t be any travel to other parts of the world during this 

academic year.  Once information is to hand with regards to refunds, we will notify those students and 

parents/carers who had a place booked on one of our planned residential visits and make arrangements 

for funds to be transferred as soon as possible.  We are all disappointed that this action has been 

necessary, but the health, safety and welfare of our school community will always be our priority.

The good news however is that once life returns to normal and restrictions around foreign travel are lifted, 

we will issue our schedule of visits for 2021 which we will make as exciting and varied as possible, hoping 

that prices will allow all students to access something of interest. 

Thank you for your understanding and patience in relation to this matter. 





LOCAL ACADEMY BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
Mr Cuan Jacques, Parent Governor and Mrs Mandy Chambers, 
Community Governor, have recently been appointed as school 
governors.
Mr Jacques is a Secondary School Teacher and School Governor 
at a local infant school.
Mrs Chambers has extensive knowledge of working in the public 
sector, much of which has a direct link to education.

Students from Hardwick House 
raised over £100 for Bluebell 
Wood Children’s Hospice. 
Students worked as a team to 
promote and sell Christmas gifts 
and other items over a number 
of weeks. A massive “well 
done” to all!

Well done Abbi 
Hallam for being 
awarded a 
‘Derbyshire 
Believes in Me 
Award’ for the 
fantastic job she 
does to help young 
people.



“ In Year 7, we were given the project to 
create our own type of Mott and Bailey 
castle. We were given a choice of making the 
castle or drawing one. I was elated to find 
out about this, because I love to draw! I 
really enjoyed doing the project as it pushed 
me out of my comfort zone!” – Grace 
Kershaw, Year 8 

“During year 7 we had the chance to create 
our own castle project and use different 
resources to make them. My castle was 
made out of clay because I loved the way 
you could make different textures with 
different tools and you can paint them 
afterwards. I really enjoyed this project 
because it puts you out of your comfort zone 
to try new things and to present them with 
confidence. Also, during school we got to see 
everyone else's castles and how people 
express their ideas by using art. I really 
enjoyed this project and I hope the year 
sevens enjoyed it too.”
Keira Folger Year 8

We asked last year’s year 7s to introduce this project…



In 2012 I joined Glapwell Cricket Club. I enjoyed playing with them for 4 seasons. On a visit to Worksop College I met 
Owen who coaches Clumber Park cricket teams. He liked how I played and introduced me to the Yorkshire Terriers 
County Disability Cricket Club. This team consists of all disabled players. I have now played with them for 4 years 
and continue to. 
In 2019 I was asked to join The Clumber Storm ladies team alongside with another lady in a wheelchair and we 

continue to enjoy success. In January this year I was presented with 3 awards; the Coaches Award for the most 
improved player, Young Player of the Year, and Summer League Team Runners Up. 
At The Bolsover School I play for the cricket and netball teams. I represent the school as part of the SEN Boccia team 
playing in tournaments against other schools across the district and also I play in the Boccia team representing my 
house Nightingale on sports day every year. I am proud to say that I was chosen to be a Sports Leader/Ambassador 
for the school which means I get to organize and supervise sporting events for younger children and promote PE in 
others schools.
In 2016 I won an award for Commitment and Endeavour, achieved by working hard at school. At the age of 13 I was 
nominated for the disabled sports person of the year for Derbyshire and I won! I was so proud of myself. 



After qualifying in their tournament earlier in the year, the year 
7 football team played in the cup semi-final series on Thursday 
27th February. After a cagey 0-0 in their first game against 
Frederick Gent, Bolsover managed to overcome a strong 
Tibshelf team, winning 1-0, with star performances coming 
from Ben Chapman and Thomas Stray. A special mention to the 
match winner, Luke Ashley for firing us through to the finals as 
well. The Y9 and Y10 boys have also made the cup semi-finals!

The District Cross Country! 

Dillon Preece
came first! 
George 
Cooper and 
Thomas Stray 
also made it 
through to 
the county 
finals!

Football Semi-Finals!


